
 

 

                                                          Best Wishes for the Holidays! 
 

As we approach the end of the 2017 calendar year, we take time to reflect upon Red Maple’s community 

successes and its dedication to improving student achievement.  The staff have been busy implementing the 

various curriculum expectations in their classrooms, completing Progress Reports and meeting with parents and 

their colleagues to discuss and further plan for student achievement and well being. The Elementary Progress 

Reports were sent home with your child on November 22nd.  This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss and 

reflect with your child their progress while also setting goals for the months to come.  

 

Communication between home and school is an essential element of student success.  We appreciate your ongoing 

involvement in your child’s education, the time spent communicating through the agendas, and the conversations 

you have had with staff.  We look forward to continuing our partnership in the upcoming year. 

 

We would also like to thank parents for their ongoing support at home. Helping with homework assignments and 

discussing your child's school day provides the opportunity for support and positive reinforcement. Furthermore, 

it provides parents an opportunity to exercise strategies used at school to reinforce key concepts.   

 

The holidays are a terrific opportunity for our students to enjoy the greatness of our Canadian winter.  

Encourage your children to play outside, skate, toboggan or simply play in the snow.  And while indoors, take the 

time to play board or card games with your children.  Games that involve strategic thinking enhance critical 

thinking skills and provide invaluable family time where you can share in the gifts that each of your children bring 

to our community every day. As a school community, we are indeed blessed with committed and caring individuals.  

 

As the holiday season approaches and 2017 quickly draws to a close, we wish to extend warmest wishes for the 

holiday season and for a happy 2018! We are confident that the two week break will prove to be a restful and 

pleasurable time for families to spend together.  Thanks to all of you for all that you do to make Red Maple a 

great place to be. Whether you come to School Council meetings, participate as a parent volunteer, or come to 

special events — your involvement and presence matters and we value the time, treasures and talents you bring. 

We look forward to greeting your children upon their return from the holiday on Monday, January 8th, 2018. 

 

 

                                                               Have a happy, safe holiday! 

                                                               Ms. Zarif and Mr. Bunbury 
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Message From Our Trustee 
 
 

 
In November, about 1,000 students, staff members and community partners came 
together from across the Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand together against hate, discrimination 
and intolerance. The student speakers at the event shared meaningful messages about the importance 
of feeling welcome, valued and respected. 
 
At York Region District School Board, we are committed to listening to the voices of our students and 
communities. We will continue working with our school communities to ensure our schools provide safe, 
welcoming and inclusive environments for everyone. 
 
Last month, our annual Quest conference brought together educators from across Ontario, Canada and 
around the world to share, learn and discuss how to foster well-being in schools. Some of the themes 
covered included equity and inclusivity, and safe and caring environments. 
 
It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about some of the positive things happening in our own 
schools and other districts. In recent months, we have had several international visitors come to our 
system and schools to learn more about the work in our system to support student achievement and 

well-being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and the United Kingdom. 

 
We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue highlighting and sharing the great things hap-
pening in our schools thanks to our outstanding students, staff members, families and community part-
ners. Your engagement makes a difference in our schools and I encourage you to continue getting in-
volved in the life of your child’s school. 
 
As we enter the holiday season, I am once again impressed by the generosity of our school communi-
ties and our students’ commitment to helping others. 
 
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2018. 

 
 
 
Ms. C. Chan 
Trustee 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx
http://www.questconference.ca


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At Red Maple P.S. as part of our ongoing professional learning and practice, we con-
tinue to focus on equitable and inclusive practices for all our students, staff and fami-
lies. 
  
We are using our most recent student survey data and intentionally focussing on: 

 
 Promoting kindness/spreading positivity and creating an inclusive environment through 

our actions and words 

 
 Working together to improve our school climate for both staff and students 

 
 Anti-Bullying counselling and awareness 

 
 Spreading awareness about mental health for staff through professional development 

and attendance at Mental Health conferences 
 
 Incorporating Equity and Inclusivity activities into our daily routines through the use of 

resources and professional development for staff 
  
We are demonstrating our commitment through:  
 

 student recognition at Character assemblies; 
 focused professional development on site for staff during the school day; 
 providing one to one support for students when needed; 
 sourcing funding for staff to attend leading edge conferences for one or two days…

and 
 consistently embedding Equity and Inclusivity into our everyday practice. 

Last year, was Red Maple's first year to par-
ticipate in the Royal Legion's Remembrance 
Day Contest. Many students submitted beau-
tiful posters. We were excited to learn that 
Eunice Wong (last year in Grade 2) won at 
the local legion level. Her poster touched the 
hearts of many veterans, and now her poster 
hangs at the Richmond Hill Legion Hall. 
Eunice, along with her brother, Jay (last year 
in Kindergarten), father, and art teacher, Ms. 
Buckworth, were invited to a celebration BBQ 
last June where Eunice presented her poster 
to one of the oldest veterans, and he in return 
presented her with an award. Very exciting 
day! Thank you to all of the students who par-
ticipated, and this year we have invited all 
students to participate. Everyone has worked 
so hard. THANK YOU!!! 



 

 

Intermediate Boys Volleyball 
 

The Intermediate Boys Volleyball team had a fantastic season!  The team spent 
many hours practicing before and after school and competed in three tourna-
ments.  At the Red Maple Tournament, the boys did not win, however they learned 
the value of teamwork and sportsmanship. At the Redstone Tournament, the boys 
played hard and came together as a team.  They went on to win a 1st place banner for 
our school!   

 

The final Area Tournament was incredibly exciting as all teams were well 
matched and all games were very close in score.  Unfortunately, Red Maple did not 
make it to the playoffs, but they were consistently serving over the net and playing 
proper three hit volleyball.  The team should be proud of their hard work, improve-
ments, and accomplishments this season. 

 

Go Ravens Go! 
 



This year our girls volleyball team had a very successful season. The girls played in three dif-
ferent tournaments, the Red Maple Invitational Tournament, the Redstone Invitational Tourna-
ment, and the Area Tournament.   
 
At the Red Maple Tournament the girls practiced working as a team and were able to win 
every game in the round robin, win their semi finals heat, and win the championship game tak-
ing home their first banner.  
 
At the Redstone Tournament the girls played extremely well and they showed their depth with 
every member of the team showing off their abilities. The girls fought through tough times and 
came out winning every series of this tournament to take home the championship and bring 
home their second banner.  
 
At the Area Tournament the girls came ready to play. They showed determination and drive 
and won all 9 games they played to take first place out of all 12 teams in our area and bring 
home their third banner. This meant they were moving on to the regionals.  
 
The regionals tournament allowed the girls to face the strongest teams in all of York Region. 

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 



Weather Watch 
 
All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless 
the principal or vice-principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be det-
rimental for them to be outdoors.  Students are to come to school ready for winter and pre-
pared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch.  We always monitor the weather and, in 
extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the students indoors or shorten the recess breaks. 

 
We often receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors during recess times because they are 
not feeling well.  Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recov-
ering from an illness.  Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating 
in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their condition improves.  
This will likely benefit the students concerned and prevent the spread of this illness to others.  
 
Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days.  It is advisable for students 
to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months.  To 
avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, please be sure to label all articles of clothing.  Boots, 
hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger children will help make recess an enjoyable time.  

 

WISHING YOU A SAFE AND 

HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON! 

From the Red Maple Staff 



December  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

 

School Council 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

 

14 

 

15 

Kindergarten 

Winter Concert 

1:40 pm 

16 

17 18 19 20 

PIZZA DAY 

21 

Red Maple 

Assembly 

 

Ugly Sweater/

Pyjama Day 

22 

 

 

Last day of 

school for 2017 

26 

24 25 26 27 28   

 

Winter Break  
December 25th to January 5th 

 
School will open on Monday, January 8th 



January  20 17  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

31 2 3 4 5 6 6 

7 8 

 

WELCOME  

BACK! 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 

 

Parent Council 

Meeting 7:00 pm 

16 17 18 19 

PA Day 

 

20 

21 22 23 24 

Pizza Day 

25 

Favourite Story 

Book Character 

Day 

26 27 

28 29 

 

Author’s Day 

30 31    

Winter Break  
December 25th to   

January 5th 


